Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Artworks inspired by inanimate objects
Length: 7 Days
Note: Before you plan and write art experiences; pre-assess your students based on the proposed concepts, enduring understandings, and objectives of the unit/lesson(s). You may also gather this information from (previous) teachers, by reviewing already completed art work, consulting curriculum materials, etc., to get a better understanding of what content students already know and what they will need to know to be successful.
	Pre-Assessment: 
This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/enduring understandings/objectives of the lesson. (Hint: turn these into questions.) Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	Are students able to?
1. Define what a still-life drawing is?
2. Define themes explored through still-life drawings?
3. Explain how artworks can represent our culture?




	Performance:

What will students accomplish as a result of this lesson? This can be presented to students in the form of a story. In this narrative the students take on a role and create a learning product about a specific topic for a certain audience. (RAFT – Role / Audience / Format / Topic)

	Students are going to be artists that create a still-life colored pencil drawing about objects that represent an aspect of our society/culture to someone who is new to our culture. 



	Concepts:

List the big ideas students will be introduced to in the lesson. These ideas are universal, timeless and transferrable. Examples of concepts used in art might include: Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, and Observation Look for concepts in the standards, content specific curriculum, etc.

	Two-dimensional, space/time, composition, color, shape, movement, form, line, observation, culture, influence



	Enduring Understanding (s):

Enduring Understandings show a relationship between two or more concepts; connected with an active verb. The best enduring understandings not only link two or more concepts; but demonstrate why this relationship is important. Like concepts, they are timeless, transferrable and universal.

	Culture influences artists and designers to make observations and create meaning through visual artwork about our society. 



	Standards: (All lessons should address all standards.)

1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect


3. Invent and Discover to Create
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer


	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets:
Objectives describe a learning experience with a condition → behavior (measurable) → criterion. Aligned to: Bloom’s – Standards – GLEs - Art learning and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective.  (Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____ -Art learning: _____ -Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	Given a still-life artwork, students will be able to identify what possible themes their still-life could be exploring discussing as a table group and sharing their ideas with the class. (Bloom’s: Understanding / Standard: Reflect / GLE: Interpretation is a means for understanding and evaluating works of art / Art learning: Critical reflection/aesthetics/transfer / Literacy)
Arranging still-lives by date, students will be able to examine how still-life art has progressed throughout time taking notes about the historical/cultural context behind each still-life. (Bloom’s: Analyzing / Standard: Comprehend / GLE: Historical and cultural context are found in visual art / Art learning: Historical and multicultural content / Numeracy)
Learning about the history of still-life drawings, students will be able to explain what a still-life drawing is and how artworks are influenced by culture identifying the theme and historical/cultural context of one of the still-lives explained during class. (Bloom’s: Understanding / Standard: Transfer / GLE: The work of art scholars impacts how art is viewed today / Art learning: Historical and multicultural content)
Exploring ideation, students will be able to develop a theme and what objects could represent that theme picking at least 2 themes and listing at least 5 objects for each theme. (Bloom’s: Create / Standard: Create / GLE: Demonstrate competency in traditional and new art media, and apply appropriate and available technology for the expression of ideas / Art learning: Ideation / Literacy)
Using a viewfinder, students will be able to design their artistic composition making three thumbnail sketches to decide their final composition. (Bloom’s: Create / Standard: Create/ GLE: Make judgments from visual messages / Art learning: Ideation / Technology)



	Differentiation:  

Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives.


	Differentiation:
(Multiple means for students to access content and multiple modes for student to express understanding.)
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	Table discussions / group discussion 

	1. As a table group, students will make interpretations about their given still-life. They will create a list of possible themes.

	Extensions for depth and complexity:
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	Venn Diagram
	1. Students can create a venn diagram to list contrasting objects and come up with a connection between these subjects to create a still-life that makes sense of a juxtaposition 


	Literacy:

List terms (vocabulary) specific to the topic that students will be introduced to in the lesson and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.

	Still-life, form, balance, space 
Students will write down definitions of vocabulary words in sketchbooks. They will also create lists of objects and themes they want to explore



	Materials:  

Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.

	9x12 drawing paper

Colored pencils
Viewfinders (made from construction paper)
Sketchbooks
Pencil




	Resources:  

List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc. Be specific; include title, artist, etc. Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.

	Cultural Iceberg photo https://rachelmarsden.blog/2015/08/13/teaching-talk-models-pyramids-c-s-lewis/
History of still-life artwork with historical and cultural context/still-lives for table discussions https://mymodernmet.com/what-is-still-life-painting-definition/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwUZ3PivD6I
https://feltmagnet.com/painting/Simple-Still-Life-Painting-for-Beginners
https://willkempartschool.com/the-secret-of-good-composition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiabHgtncDU



	Preparation:  

What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.

	· Print different still-life drawing (in color) from different time periods to put on each table
· Gather sticky notes for each table 
· Cut drawing paper to 9x12 

· Gather colored pencils in table buckets

· Make viewfinders out of construction paper



	Safety: 
Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.

	· Don’t throw colored pencils, it could poke an eye out!! 

· Don’t bring objects that aren’t allowed in school
· Be mindful of your desk space, don’t bring objects that are large, bring medium to small 



	Action to motivate/Inquiry Questions:  

Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson? What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate. Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students. Some ideas might include: telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc.

	Tell story about my own still-life and about each object have students come up with possible themes that make sense with my still-life.



	Ideation/Inquiry: 

Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.

	As a class we will brainstorm different cultural themes that have to do with our current society. They will be show the cultural iceberg to help them with ideation. Questions that will be asked:

-What are some current events that are happening in our culture today?

-What are important subjects in our culture?

-What is good about our culture? What is bad?

-What is talked about in the news? On social media?

-What is celebrated in our culture? Frowned upon?

-What subjects are our television shows and movies about?

-What do people have in common?

Students will be asked to individually come up with a two possible cultural themes for their own still-life and list at least 5 objects that have to do with that theme. Objects have to be three-dimensional and something that they would be able to bring to class. Then students will choose which theme and pick at 3 objects to bring to class and draw. 



	Instruction:  

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of what you will teach. Be sure to include approximate time for each activity and instructional methodology: skills, lecture, inquiry, etc. Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate; including what student will understand as a result of the art experience


	Day 1
	Instruction - The teacher will... (Be specific about what concepts, information, understandings, etc. will be taught.) Identify instructional methodology. KNOW (Content) and DO (Skill)

1. Students will write down the learning objective in their planners:

-What: Introduction to still-life drawing 

-How: Table group discussion and class discussion 

-Why: To understand how artists can communicate through the use of inanimate objects to express an idea

2. Students will complete their warmup prompt in their sketchbooks which is: Draw an object that represents something that is popular in America. Think about pop culture, popular brands, popular activities, holidays celebrated, etc. something that is recognizable to anyone living in our country. Students will have 5 minutes to draw an object. Set a timer on the smartboard, explain that once they here the timer go off to set their pencils down and direction their attention towards the teacher.
-Ask for students to share what they drew and why

-Ask what the objects says about our culture. What importance is given to that object?  
3. Explain to students that the theme of their warmup was about some aspect in American culture. There are several themes that can be expressed in an artwork using inanimate objects, there are endless possibilities when creating object drawings. Each table has a different photo of a still-life on it. As a table, students will discuss possible themes that their still-life could explore. Then for each theme the group comes up with, they will discuss how they could make a different artwork using different objects to explore that theme. As a group they will sketch out their own still-life that represents that theme.
-Students have 10 minutes to discuss as a table group and create a sketch of a new still life, set the timer on the board, explain again that they need to direct their attention towards the teacher.

4. After table discussions, each table will share with the class their still-life and what themes they came up with their group artwork exploring the same theme in a different way.
5. After each table shares their discoveries about their still-life ask the following questions:

· What is a still-life drawing?

· What can objects tell about a person or subject?

· How is viewing an artwork that features recognizable objects different from viewing the actual object in person?

· How is viewing an artwork from a culture different from your own affect your interpretation? 
· Why would an artist want to create an artwork using objects to communicate a meaning? 
6. Each still-life has a date written on it. Send one student from each table to come up and tape their still-life on the board in order from oldest to newest artwork. Discuss the history of still-life artworks and cultural/historical contexts behind each artwork.
7. Exit ticket/closure students start thinking about cultural themes that they want to express in their own still-life drawings. For exit ticket, students will write about one of the still-life drawings that were explained during class and what the theme is and what is the cultural/historical context.

	Learning - Students will... i.e.: explore ideation by making connections,
comparing, contrasting; synthesize possibilities for each painting technique; etc.  (Be specific about what will be the intended result of the instruction as it relates to learning.) UNDERSTAND
Students think and create
Students analyze artworks and make interpretations

Students think about cultural context influencing art

Students learn about how still-lives have progressed throughout time in relation to history and culture

	Time

(2 min.)

(5 min.)
(10 min.)

(15 min.)
(10 min.)

(10 min.)
(3 min.)

	Day 2
	1. Students will write down learning objectives in planners:
-What: Formal presentation of project requirements, materials and rubric and ideation
-How: Student takes Cornell notes 

-Why: To understand expectations of assignment and answer the following questions: What materials will I need, what are the directions of the assignment, what criteria will I be graded on and what are the standards addressed

2. Tell students to get out a piece of paper to take notes on the assignment expectations. They will need to answer the questions addressed in the why of the learning objectives.

3. After taking notes, explain that now they are going to start coming up with ideas that they want to explore in their still-life drawings. As a class we will come up with possible cultural themes that could be explored to represent America. To brainstorm ask the following questions:

-What are some current events that are happening in our culture today?

-What are important subjects in our culture?

-What is good about our culture? What is bad?

-What is talked about in the news? On social media?

-What is celebrated in our culture? Frowned upon?

-What subjects are our television shows and movies about?

-What do people have in common?

Show picture of the culture iceberg to get students thinking deeper about ideas that they want to express.

4.  Individually in sketchbooks, students will pick two themes that they are interested in conveying. They will list at least 5 objects for each theme that they could bring to class to draw. 

5. Meet with each student about their ideas to come up with a plan of action. Are they able to bring in a few of their objects listed? Would they be able to set up their still-life for each work day? Do the objects make sense with their theme? How will they arrange their objects? Why did they choose their theme that they want to explore? 
6. Exit ticket: Write down their final idea and what objects they plan to gather and bring to class. They will need their objects on Thursday (Day 4)  

	Students understand expectations for project 

Students explore ideation by making connections

Students explore ideation individually to make personal connections

Students come up with a plan to execute their idea visually

	(2 min.)
(15 min.)

(15 min.)
(18 min.)

(2 min.)

	Day 3
Day 4 

Day 7
	1. Students will write down learning objects for the day:
-What: Colored pencil techniques

-How: Filling out value scale worksheet

-Why: To better understand how to use colored pencils to create realistic shading for objects

2. Demonstrate how to create different values with colored pencils. Have students follow along on their own piece of paper using colored pencils. 

-Fill out sphere on the worksheet that they will be completing. Creating an orange ball.
-Explain how yellow can be used to create a lighter value of orange while red could be used to create a darker value. Changing colors is more effective than adding more and less pressure.

-Ask students what colored could be used to create a purple ball? What color would they use for the lightest value and what color for the darkest value?

-Explain how when mixing colors with pencils, layers are added lightly to slowly develop the color and value. If too much pressure is added right away, the colors won’t mix because there is too much wax build up from the pencil on the paper.
3. Students will have the rest of class to practice using colored pencils to create different values and realistic shading. They will finish their worksheets.

1. Students will write down their learning objectives:
-What: Setting up still-life and learning how to use a viewfinder
-How: Individual student work

-Why: To create a successful and interesting composition 
2. Students will write down the definition of composition in their sketchbooks: An arrangement of elements that makes us see them as a whole. 

-Explain how composition in art is like a musical composition. A song wouldn’t have a guitar solo, drum solo, saxophone solo, etc. all at the same time would it? It would be way too busy. This is similar to art. Composition is important to create a cohesive successful artwork. 
3. Demonstrate how to use the viewfinder on a still-life that is already set up. Then draw 3 possible compositions on white board for students to see. Ask students which composition they find the most and least interesting and why. Students will use their viewfinder to create 3 sketches of their own before starting their final drawing. 
4. Students will pick one of their sketches to create the composition of their final drawing. They will use pencil to sketch the outlines of their objects arranged in the composition of their choice.

5. Once they have their outline down on the paper, students will start filling in their objects with colored pencil
1. Students will write down their learning objectives:
-What: Self-Assessment and final critique

-How: Filling out criteria and grading self, participating in an art walk

-Why: To reflect on own artwork and the artwork of others to improve as an artist

2. Explain what a critique is: Critiques help us reflect on the artwork made by ourselves and others. It helps us to interpret and make meaning.
3. Students will be given 10 sticky notes. They will participate in an art-walk spending 2 minutes at each table to write down possible themes that they see for one of the artworks on the table. 
4. Once students get back to their original tables, they will reflect on the sticky notes about their artworks and see if they conveyed their theme successfully. They will complete their self-assessment criteria as well as write how they could’ve conveyed their theme more successfully or what they did well to convey their theme.

5. Discuss as a class, did most artworks convey a theme successfully? Any artworks that had a unique theme that anyone saw? 
6. Briefly describe the next project. Students will be create posters about social justice issues. They will think even deeper about our society and how to convey an idea visually. We are moving from colored pencil to acrylic paint.

7. For an exit ticket, students will write down something that they will improve for their next project.

	Students practice and experiment with materials and techniques

Students explore ideation by making sketches
Students explore different ways of conveying setting up a composition

Students will interpret the artworks of their peers

Students will reflect on their own artworks
	(2 min.)
(18 min.)

(35 min.)

(2 min.)

(3 min.)

(10 min.)

(40 min.)

(2 min.)

(20 min.)

(20 min.)
(12 min.)




	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

Sample questions and activities (i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview) intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	Students will participate in an gallery walk with 10 sticky notes, spending 2 minutes at each table to interpret their classmates’ artwork trying to identify the themes of the artwork
Once each student returns to their table, they will look at the sticky notes and reflect if they successfully conveyed their theme. They will write about what they did well in their drawings and what they could improve upon. If their theme didn’t come across in their artwork, they will write about what they would do differently.



	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Include your rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.

	Did student pick a theme influenced by our culture and represent that theme by choosing objects that make sense?
Did student use the viewfinder to create three thumbnail sketches to create an interesting composition?
Did student bring objects to class that made sense with their theme?

Did student effectively communicate a cultural theme through the use of inanimate objects?

Did student show understanding of shading to create forms in drawing?
Did student show understanding of spatial depth?


	100-80:  A complete drawing of a still-life with at least 3 objects.  The drawing has detailed, realistic shading and a highly detailed image of the still-life that covers the surface. The drawing demonstrates consistently accurate use of light source.   It is creative in composition and content. The page is full. Idea is thoroughly thought through and well-executed visually. It is original.  The student brings their objects to set-up an interesting still-life. Work is completed and turned in on due date. 
79-70:    A complete drawing of a still-life with at least 3 objects.  The drawing has realistic shading and is an accurate image of the still-life that covers the surface. The drawing demonstrates mostly accurate use of light source.   It is creative in composition and content. The page is mostly full. Idea is thought through and mostly executed visually. It is original. The student brings their objects to set-up a still-life. Work is completed and turned in on due date.
69-60:  A drawing of a still-life.  The drawing is shaded and covers no less than 75% of the surface. The drawing demonstrates basic use of light source.  Idea is basic, and not represented visually. The drawing may be a basic reproduction of a photograph.  Work is turned in on due date.
59-0:  An incomplete drawing that uses less then 75% of the surface is created.  The drawing is not shaded appropriately.  Little or no thought put into idea. It demonstrates inaccurate or no use of light source or no attempt is made to do the assignment. 
_____;  Use of colored pencil to create detailed realistic shading 
_____;  Creative composition, and content 
_____; Drawing proportions  
_____;  Consistent use of light source 
_____;  Realistic spatial depth 
_____;  Choice of objects 
_____;  Effort and assessment 
Students will grade themselves giving them a number out of 14 for each criteria. Teacher will then evaluate final grade.


	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	1. I don’t think the lesson objectives were achieved as well as they could’ve been. One objective was for students to come up with a cultural theme and bring objects that could represent that theme. Instead, a lot of students didn’t think through their objects and forgot to bring objects to class. This resulted in a still-life with random objects that they found around the classroom. The lesson turned into a still-life about random objects. Some students did bring objects that represented themselves but the overall objective of this lesson was for students to bring objects that represent our culture in some way which was not met.
2. If I were to teach this lesson again, knowing that it is hard for students to bring objects to school, I would gather random objects from my house or the thrift store and have a box for them to choose 3 objects. Then I would have them come up with a theme that these objects could represent. For example, they could choose old stuffed animals and toys to represent nostalgia. I could still incorporate cultural themes by showing still-lives from around the world that have less recognizable objects that make us wonder. Also when teaching this lesson again, I won’t show as many still-life paintings as I did. I showed too many that were similar and mostly from Europe. Next time I will show still-life art from different cultures and talk about what the objects can tell us about a culture. When I showed too many still-lives and talked about them all, the students were disengaged. When I narrowed it down to three interesting still-lives, they participated more when I asked questions and made more interpretations about what they could represent.
3. For the next lesson, I envision moving more towards color theory and abstraction to communicate a feeling about something. For example, if nostalgia was the theme, students could utilize color and crop an image with a viewfinder to show how they feel when they are nostalgic. Sometimes it could be more of an uplifting feeling and somethings it can be more of a melancholic feeling. We could take still-life art further by changing the physical qualities of the object and creating a different composition to communicate an emotion.



Appendix: Include all handouts, prompts, written materials, rubrics, etc. that will be given to students.
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