Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Social Justice Posters

Length: 8 days
Note: Before you plan and write art experiences; pre-assess your students based on the proposed concepts, enduring understandings, and objectives of the unit/lesson(s). You may also gather this information from (previous) teachers, by reviewing already completed art work, consulting curriculum materials, etc., to get a better understanding of what content students already know and what they will need to know to be successful.
	Pre-Assessment: 
This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/enduring understandings/objectives of the lesson. (Hint: turn these into questions.) Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	Are students able to?
1. Interpret activist art?

2. Define what printmaking is?

3. Brainstorm how to represent a social justice issue?



	Performance:

What will students accomplish as a result of this lesson? This can be presented to students in the form of a story. In this narrative the students take on a role and create a learning product about a specific topic for a certain audience. (RAFT – Role / Audience / Format / Topic)

	Students will become art activists by creating social justice posters about an issue using gelli printing plates to get other students to care about these issues.



	Concepts:

List the big ideas students will be introduced to in the lesson. These ideas are universal, timeless and transferrable. Examples of concepts used in art might include: Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, and Observation Look for concepts in the standards, content specific curriculum, etc.

	Two-dimensional, color, shape, texture, composition, culture, symbol, influence, unity



	Enduring Understanding (s):

Enduring Understandings show a relationship between two or more concepts; connected with an active verb. The best enduring understandings not only link two or more concepts; but demonstrate why this relationship is important. Like concepts, they are timeless, transferrable and universal.

	Artists and designers create visual compositions using color, shapes and symbols to influence viewers. 



	Standards: (All lessons should address all standards.)

1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect


3. Invent and Discover to Create
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer


	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets:
Objectives describe a learning experience with a condition → behavior (measurable) → criterion. Aligned to: Bloom’s – Standards – GLEs - Art learning and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective.  (Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____ -Art learning: _____ -Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	Shown images of activist street art, students will be able to interpret communicated meaning verbally discussing with tablemates and sharing ideas with the class. (Bloom’s: Applying / Standard: Comprehend / GLE: Utilize the inquiry method of observation and the language of visual art and design to gather information and determine meaning / Art learning: Interpretation / Literacy)
Looking at images of activist art, students will be able to describe with tablemates a different way an artist can visually communicate the same social justice issue. (Bloom’s: Understanding / Standard: Reflect / GLE: Use criteria and personal discernment to evaluate works of art and design, taking into consideration the variables that influence how the work is perceived / Art learning: Critical reflection)

After watching a video about gelli printing plate techniques, students will be able to experiment by exploring different techniques such as the use of plastic texture sheets and stencils. (Bloom’s: Analyzing / Standard: Create / GLE: Establish a practice of planning and experimentation to advance concepts and technical skills / Art learning: Skills and techniques)
Interviewing tablemates, students will be able to argue if the artist’s message came across in their artworks and where it would most impactfully displayed. (Bloom’s: Evaluating / Standard: Transfer / GLE: Utilize the practice of artmaking, and research historical and cultural contexts, to discern between different viewpoints, critique social problems and effect social change / Art learning: Critique / Literacy)



	Differentiation:  

Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives.


	Differentiation:
(Multiple means for students to access content and multiple modes for student to express understanding.)
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	Table discussions / group discussion

	1. As a table group, students will interpret activist art answering the questions:
What is the artist trying to communicate?

Where do you think this artwork would be most impactful?

	Extensions for depth and complexity:
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	Gelli plate videos
	1. Students can research on their own different techniques to try on gelli plates such as magazine transfers or using rubbing alcohol to get a unique look


	Literacy:

List terms (vocabulary) specific to the topic that students will be introduced to in the lesson and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.

	Activist art, printmaking, street art
Students will discuss the meaning of these vocabulary words with their tablemates



	Materials:  

Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.

	12x18 paper
Gelli plates
Acrylic paint
Paintbrushes
Pencil 
Ruler
Plastic texture sheets

Brayers 


	Resources:  

List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc. Be specific; include title, artist, etc. Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.

	Art activism powerpoint
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Qp7Sp9XvEH_B2MpU0f9ClbUsdj9oAeNuxdyCxP-Jh00/edit#slide=id.p1
Gelli printing video tutorial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KG25bEe0V4&t=253s



	Preparation:  

What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.

	· Prepare paint
· Research street artists who deal with social justice

· Put together powerpoint

· Make worksheet for plan and how to make 3d lettering



	Safety: 
Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.

	· Treat the gelli plates with respect
· Please take care of the paint brushes and clean them thoroughly 




	Action to motivate/Inquiry Questions:  

Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson? What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate. Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students. Some ideas might include: telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc.

	Show students famous artworks from Banksy and ask students what they think these artworks are about and if they have ever heard of Banksy. Show students artworks from Shepard Fairey and explain that he is the creator of the brand obey ask if students have seen his popular posters and where they think the posters should be displayed.  



	Ideation/Inquiry: 

Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.

	As a class, we will come up with a list of social justice issues. Questions that will be asked:

· What is currently happening in our country? Outside of our country?

· How could these issues be visually represented? 

· Have students list out possible symbols and images that could represent the social justice issues 

Students will research about a social justice issue for homework. In class they will sketch a design for their poster utilizing words and symbols.


	Instruction:  

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of what you will teach. Be sure to include approximate time for each activity and instructional methodology: skills, lecture, inquiry, etc. Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate; including what student will understand as a result of the art experience


	Day 1
	Instruction - The teacher will... (Be specific about what concepts, information, understandings, etc. will be taught.) Identify instructional methodology. KNOW (Content) and DO (Skill)

1. Students will write down the learning objective in their planners:

· What: Introduction to social justice poster

· How: Powerpoint and table discussions

· Why: To understand that artists and designers create artwork to communicate something

2. Students will complete their warmup prompt in their sketchbooks which is: Think of two social justice issues and draw an image for each. Students will have 5 minutes to draw. Once the timer goes off teacher will ask for three students to share their drawings and what social justice issues they came up with.

3. Explain that for their next project, students will be creating posters about a social justice issue. Ask class: What does social justice mean? Let’s brainstorm several social justice issues together. What images/symbols can we use to represent these issues?
4. Show students art activism powerpoint which includes the work of Jessica Sabogal ask:

· What is her mural about?

· Why do you think she included a child to represent issues of immigration?

· Would the impact be different if she included an adult instead?

5. Show students works of Banksy. What is Bansky trying to communicate?

6. Show students Shepard Fairey posters, explain that street art also includes posters and for this project, students will be creating posters. Show Black Lives Matter posters from an anonymous artist ask students: Why do you think this artist remained anonymous? Where would these posters be most impactfully displayed?
7. Show students grading rubric and criteria. Students will take cornell notes.

8. Hand out paper and rulers. Students will draw 4 rectangles on the paper for their poster.

9. Exit ticket: Write down two social justice issues that you are thinking about creating your poster for.  

	Learning - Students will... i.e.: explore ideation by making connections,
comparing, contrasting; synthesize possibilities for each painting technique; etc.  (Be specific about what will be the intended result of the instruction as it relates to learning.) UNDERSTAND
Students will think about how they can visually convey a message
Students will be pre-assessed so they know where this lesson is going. They will come up with ideas so they can start thinking about a social justice issue that they care about.

Students will analyze artworks and make interpretations to understand that artists and designers create visual compositions to influence the viewer.

Students will make interpretations based off of observations

Students will think deeper about how an artist could have an effect on the viewer and where these artworks could be displayed.

Students will understand the expectations of this project and what it takes to get an A.

Students will start to ideate 
	Time

5 min.

5 min.

5 min.

5 min.

5 min.

5 min.

10 min.

15 min.

	Day 2
	1. Students will write down learning objectives:
· What: Introduction to gelli printing

· How: Video about techniques

· Why: To understand how to use the new material to create your poster

2. Explain to students what printmaking is. Introduce the new material gelli plates and play video.

3. Hand out materials

4. Students are to experiment with gelli printing for the rest of the class period. They need to try creating a stencil and using the plastic texture sheets.

5. Announce homework which is to decide on a social justice issue, research about this issue and come to class with ideas.

6. Cleanup

7. Exit ticket: What new techniques did you discover? What do you plan on using for your poster?

	Students will understand the daily objectives.
Students will envision how they can use this new material for their posters.
Students will explore different possibilities for their posters. They will further envision what techniques they will use for their posters.

	5 min.
5 min.

35 min.

10 min.

	Day 3
Day 4

Day 5,6,7

Day 8

	1. Students will write down learning objectives:
· What: Sketching a plan for your poster

· How: Outline of poster

· Why: To know what kind of stencils to create for your gelli printing plates.

2. Demonstrate how I made stencils to block out lettering. Students also have the option to use colored pencils in addition to gelli printing.

3. Students will have time to come up with a plan and practice 3D lettering with the instructional worksheet.

4. Explain that once students are done, they will share their ideas with their tablemates. Their tablemates will answer the following questions:

· What is the social justice issue?

· What is working well in this design?

· What could be improved?

5. After the in progress critique, they can start creating stencils out of paper for their gelli plates. Materials will be at the front table.
6. Cleanup: Paper scraps need to be recycled and materials returned to the front table.
1. Students will write down learning objectives:
· What: Poster work day

· How: Individual work 

· Why: To create a successful poster that communicates a social justice issue

2. Explain that each table has bowls of paint and water in the middle, plates will be passed out for mixing paint. Please keep the colors separated in the bowls. If you change colors, please rinse your paint brush before getting a different color, we are trying to preserve paint here!
3. Students have the rest of the class period to work, I am always available for extra help.

4. Cleanup at each table- Seat 1: Clean gelli plates with hand sanitizer 

Seat 2- Clean paintbrushes 

Seat 3- Put artworks in drying rack

Seat 4- Put paint bowls on front table

(every work day, these jobs will shift)

1. Students will have the class period to work on their posters. I will remind them to continue adding layers to create detailed images.

2. Cleanup- These duties will shift each day

1. Students will write down the learning objectives:
· What: Final Poster Critique

· How: Table discussions/ self-reflection

· Why: To know what you did well and how you can improve

2. Today students will participate in a final critique. Tablemates will ask each other the following questions then add their own input:

· What social justice issue did you create your artwork about and why do you care about this issue?

· How and where would you display your poster, where do you think it would be most impactful?

· Do you think you got your message across in your poster? If not how could you change it?
3. The whole class will do a quick gallery walk to see everyone’s poster.

4. On the back of their poster, they will write down where they would display their poster to have a great impact on the viewer. They will also grade themselves out of 16 for the following criteria:

· Use of materials to create detailed images
· Creative composition, and content 
· Accurate proportions  
· Consistent use of light source 
· Research and planning 
· Effort and assessment 
5. Students will turn in their final posters on the front table

	Students will understand the goals for the day.
Students will understand how to utilize stenciling so they can create their own stencils for their poster.

Students will come up with a plan to know what they need for their poster.

Students will give and receive feedback from classmates to help them come up with other possibilities for their artworks.
Students will understand how to care for the art materials.

Students will work on their posters to create an artwork that communicates a social justice issue.

Students will critique the work of others as well as receive critical feedback to improve as an artist.

Students will see all of the different ways their classmates visually conveyed a social justice issue.

Students will self-reflect about what grade they think they deserve on this project by filling out each criteria.
	5 min.
5 min.

30 min.

15 min.

10 min.

5 min.

40 min.

10 min.

45 min.

10 min.

5 min.

25 min.

10 min.

15 min.


	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

Sample questions and activities (i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview) intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	Students will interview each other asking the following questions:
What social justice issue did you create your artwork about and why do you care about this issue?
How and where would you display your poster, where do you think it would be most impactful?

Do you think you got your message across in your poster? If not how could you change it?


	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Include your rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.

	Did student research about a social justice issue to create a poster about?
Did student utilize texture and stencils with gelli plates?
Did student experiment and try different techniques with gelli plates?
Did student effectively communicate a social justice issue through the use of symbols/imagery and words?
Did student reflect upon where and how they would display their posters?

	100-80:  A complete poster utilizing stencils, textures and 3D lettering.  The poster has detailed, realistic shading and highly detailed images that cover the surface. The poster demonstrates consistently accurate use of light source.   It is creative in composition and content. The page is full. Idea is researched and thoroughly thought through and well-executed visually. It is original. Work is completed and turned in on due date. 
79-70:    A complete poster utilizing stencils, textures and 3D lettering.  The poster has realistic shading and images that cover the surface. The drawing demonstrates mostly accurate use of light source.   It is creative in composition and content. The page is mostly full. Idea is researched and thought through and mostly executed visually. It is original. Work is completed and turned in on due date.
69-60:  A poster utilizing minimal techniques.  The poster is shaded and covers no less than 75% of the surface. The drawing demonstrates basic use of light source.  Idea is basic, and not represented visually. The poster may be a basic reproduction of a social justice issue.  Work is turned in on due date.
59-0:  An incomplete poster that uses less then 75% of the surface is created.  The poster is not detailed.  Little or no thought put into idea. It demonstrates inaccurate or no use of light source or no attempt is made to do the assignment. 
_____,  _____;  Use of materials to create detailed images
_____,  _____;  Creative composition, and content 
_____,  _____;  Accurate proportions  
_____,  _____;  Consistent use of light source 
_____,  _____;  Research and planning 
_____,  _____;  Effort and assessment 
Students will give themselves a grade out of 16 for each criteria. Teacher will evaluate the final grade for this project. 


	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	1. When it comes to learning about activist art and visually communicating a message, I think the learning objective was mostly achieved. Most students were knowledgeable about social justice issues and had ideas about how to visually communicate. However, there were some students who struggled to come up with images to represent their issue. I think the creative use of gelli printing plates were somewhat achieved. Some students didn’t understand how to use layering in printmaking and some were confused about how to use stencils in the process. There weren’t as many students using the gelli plate in creative ways as I had hoped for, but some really experimented and utilized the tool in a unique way.
2. If I were to teach this lesson again, I would allow for more time. I feel like this lesson was a little too rushed and if we spent more time, the lesson objectives would have been achieved to a greater degree. I would spend more time talking about social justice issues because some students seemed to not care as much as I had hoped for. I would find a video about issues in America to play to motivate them a little more. I would also try to find a place where we could wheat paste the posters (with permission). I thought about doing this but I didn’t plan my time very well and didn’t get a chance to try wheat pasting. This extra step would’ve maybe gotten the students more engaged because their posters would be displayed for the school to see. I would also have students spend more time experimenting with the gelli plates. I could have them try different techniques. Next time, I would do more research to find cool things that gelli plates can do so that students have more options to try. I feel like some of my students forgot the techniques when they were creating their posters because they would just quickly paint an image onto the plate and print it, rather than trying new things and layering. If I were to teach this lesson again, I would create a handout that has a variety of gelli printing techniques to have at each table so that students could refer to it if they get stuck.
3. For the next lesson I envision having students write a personal story about a time when they’ve experienced a social justice issue or when they have seen someone close to them experience it. I would hand out their stories anonymously for other students to read. They could then create an artwork about their story. I think this would help build a caring community in my classroom and students could relate more to each other. When students have a personal story to share, I think they get more engaged because it is something they care about.



Appendix: Include all handouts, prompts, written materials, rubrics, etc. that will be given to students.
8/9/15 Fahey
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