Visual Art Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Level 1 Self-Portraits


Grade: 9th-12th
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Understanding the plan...

Stage 1 – Desired Results

· Relevance - What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?

· Essential Understanding(s) - What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired? What misunderstandings are predictable? (Reflect and Transfer)
· Essential Question(s) - What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning? (Reflect and Transfer)
· Outcomes (objectives): What will students know and be able to do? What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches? (Comprehend and Create)
Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

· Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning? (Comprehend, Reflect, Create, Transfer)
· Teacher-centered Assessment (instrument): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged? What evidence (e.g. quizzes, tests, academic prompts, observations, products/artwork, sketchbooks, journals, etc.) will students demonstrate achievement of the desired results?

Stage 3 – Learning Plan


W = help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the 
                   
teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)? 
                   
(Comprehend)

H = hook all students and hold their interest? (Reflect and Create)

E = equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to 
                 
generate ideas for their artwork? (Create)

R = provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? (Reflect 
                  
and Transfer)


E = allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Reflect)

T = be tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, abilities of learners


O = be organized to maximize initial and sustained engagement as well as effective 


learning?

Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?





I will teach how to draw facial features using line and shape so that students have the skills to create a self-portrait. It is important to learn basic drawing skills to build a foundation of art understanding. This is relevant because these are beginning art students.








Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?





Can you describe the shape of an eye, nose, lips, face? 





How can you use line and shape to create a  realistic drawing?





Why do artists create self-portraits?





Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?





Artists can create realistic, proportionate drawings through the use of line and shapes.





Misunderstandings: shape of eyes, not drawing eyelids/tear duct, drawing a circle for head, expecting their first drawing to be perfect (art is a lifelong endeavor that takes years of practice)





Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?


Students will be able to:





After guiding teacher during a blind contour drawing, students will be able to describe shapes verbally using detailed descriptions. (Bloom’s: Describing / Standard: Comprehend / GLE: Visual art has inherent characteristics and expressive features / Art learning: Elements of art / Literacy)





When going to each facial feature station, students will be able to recognize simple shapes that make up more complex subjects following the step by step guide on how to draw each feature. (Bloom’s: Recognizing / Standard: Reflect / GLE: Reflective strategies are used to understand the creative process / Art learning: Line/shape / numeracy)





After learning about facial mapping, students will be able to create a realistic artwork of their face using pencil to add detailed shapes and shading. (Bloom’s: Create / GLE: Demonstrate competency in traditional and new art media, and apply appropriate and available technology for the expression of ideas)





When given rubric criteria, students will be able to critique their own self-portrait giving themselves grades based off of each criteria. (Bloom’s: Critique / Standard: Transfer / GLE: Art is a lifelong endeavor / Art learning: critique artworks / literacy)





Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?





Did student understand the meaning of line and shape by explaining how they were incorporated in the drawing?


Did student show improvement from initial facial feature drawings? 


Did student take time to create a detailed drawing?





Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?


Students will write an in-progress self-assessment that answers the following questions:


What facial feature am I struggling to draw the most?


What will I do to improve drawing this facial feature?


Students will present their final drawings to their tablemates they will each answer these two questions: What is done well in this drawing? 


                 What can be improved? 


When they turn in their final self-portrait, they will write about how they incorporated line and shape in their drawing and assess what grade they think they deserve based on the rubric.





Instruction: What content knowledge (know) and skills (do) will be taught for students to be successful in this art experience? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Understand) Include literacy and numeracy?





Warm Up: (5 min.)


Write SLO in planners


Read and write definitions of line, shape and proportion in sketchbooks. 


Line: A contour or outline considered as a feature of design of composition


Shape: The external form or appearance characteristic of someone or something; the outline of an area or figure


Create a blind contour drawing of the person sitting across from you, don’t look at your paper as you are drawing this person. 





Ask students: 


Why do you think we had you draw a blind contour? Explain why blind contours help us become better drawers. It helps us focus on slowing down and focusing on facial details. Blind contours improve hand-eye coordination, it forces you to look at the subject that you are drawing rather than drawing memorized images of what you think something looks like. Realistic drawing is about observation and blind contours help train your hand to follow your eyes.





Play Dove Beauty Commercial � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=litXW91UauE" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=litXW91UauE�


Ask students: How would you define a shape using words? How are shapes used to draw realistic images? Now it is my turn to create a blind contour on the white board in front of the class. This time I have nothing to look at and they have to describe in detail the shapes of facial features on the face. I will pick a student volunteer to be the model.





Motivate students: 


Show students video about history of self-portraits � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCZSPrlffUY" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCZSPrlffUY� 


Present my own history of self-portraits from kindergarten to recent. Some of the self-portraits were created in one semester and I made huge improvements. Students will understand that art is a lifelong endeavor and if they continue to practice, they will improve. 





NEXT DAY:


It’s students’ turn to try drawing the facial features. 














Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their art work?





I will show several videos to show them how to draw a portrait so they will get ideas on how to draw their on self-portrait





Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?





I will show students a series of my own self-portraits, some of the portraits were from one semester but shows huge improvement so it will give students motivation that they are also able to improve if they practice and work hard.











Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?





Pre-assessment will be judged by first activity where students will move from station to station drawing each facial feature (eyes, ears, nose, mouth, face). These initial drawings will help inform how experienced in drawing students are.








Materials, Resources, Safety: What is needed to complete the learning plan?





Power point on Face Mapping � HYPERLINK "https://www.slideshare.net/tarang_tarang/facial-prop-self-portrait/13" �https://www.slideshare.net/tarang_tarang/facial-prop-self-portrait/13�





Sketch paper to practice drawing





Pencils





Facial Features











Instruction: What content knowledge (know) and skills (do) will be taught for students to be successful in this art experience? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Understand) Include literacy and numeracy?





Each table will have a different facial feature with photos and drawn images in the middle that the students will reference. This will be a pre-assessment to inform me where the student is at, do they know how to shade, do they understand the true shapes to draw realistically? 


At the end of class, students will turn in an exit ticket that answers the following:


What facial feature am I struggling to draw the most?


What will I do to improve drawing this facial feature?





NEXT DAY: 


5. For students who need more practice drawing the facial features, I will play videos on how to draw each facial feature, we will focus on two facial features each day, on the back of their practice drawings they need to write date and name to turn in with their final self-portrait.


If a student already knows how to draw the facial features realistically, they can skip watching the videos and I will start talking about proportion and show them the grid method and face mapping method, I will also give them the option to add to their self-portrait by drawing themselves doing something, wearing an extra accessory and/or adding a background.





6. Introduce lesson and requirements, rubric. Have them write in planners After students practice drawing the facial features, now it is time to learn how to put all of these elements together to create a finalized self-portrait. There are two methods that I will show:


	1. Grid drawing 


	2. Facial mapping (show power point � HYPERLINK "https://www.slideshare.net/tarang_tarang/facial-prop-self-portrait/13" �https://www.slideshare.net/tarang_tarang/facial-prop-self-portrait/13�) 





7. Students will create finalized self-portraits. When finish their self-portraits they will describe how they used line and shape in their drawing. They will do a self-reflection by writing down what grade they think they deserve. Then they will present their drawings to their tablemates who will give them feedback by telling them what was done well and what could be improved.





Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 





I will show different methods of drawing a face so students can choose which method they would like to try 


Students who are experienced in drawing can add to their self-portraits by drawing backgrounds or adding other realistic elements such as accessories. Or they can choose create a more advanced self-portrait by drawing them doing something (but their facial features have to be seen)


If a student has a fine motor skill disability they can use paint and a brush to create larger shapes resulting in an abstract self-portrait








